
 

8th Grade Social Studies 
2020-2021 Course Syllabus 

 

Instructor: Mrs. Kelly Walker  Email: kwalker@kyrene.org 

Course Description: 
In eighth grade social studies, students will engage in historical events and practices that have 
shaped the United States. Students will investigate, discover, and become familiar with the 
works and practices of the U.S. government, understand the rights and responsibilities of a 
citizen, how human rights are protected and often violated, and how the U.S. government 
influences the economy and our economic choices.  In correlation with the content specific 
curriculum, students will have the opportunity to utilize strategies from the International 
Baccalaureate program.  They will utilize the IB learner profiles as a means to deepen their 
learning inside of the classroom and develop the characteristics of a life-long learner. In order 
to demonstrate success, students will demonstrate critical thinking, perseverance, and attend 
to precision.   

Grading Policy 
In accordance with the Kyrene School District, my grading policy is, as follows: 

A 90% - 100% 
B 80% - 89.9% 
C 70% - 79.9% 
D 60% - 69.9% 
F anything below 60% 

 
Grades will be earned in accordance with the social studies department guidelines: 

80% Assessments (Projects, Tests, Etc.) 
20% Homework, In-Class Participation 
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● On rare occasions, I do give out opportunities for extra credit available, though these 
opportunities are few and far between so they are not to be relied on to save someone's 
grade.. 

● Grades are updated at least weekly, and can be checked through StudentVUE and 
ParentVUE. Please make sure you are able to log in; if you have trouble, please contact 
the school’s main office at 480.541.6600. 

 

Absences and Late Work: 
● Absences: Students are expected to actively check google Classroom for the work they 

missed because of an absence. If any student feels they need help finding the work they 
missed or needs help completing the assignments, they MUST reach out to me via 
email and I would be happy to help them the best I can. If a student merely does nothing 
and waits until the last minute to find their absent work, their grades are likely to suffer 
as a consequence. 

● Late Work:  Students are expected to turn in the assignments on their expected due 
dates as stated in Google Classroom. I understand there are many things that can 
interfere with a student not being able to turn in their assignments on time but that 
cannot be the excuse every time. I accept late work but there will be a 5% grade penalty 
each day until the work is turned in.  
❕ If there is something going on that is keeping you from turning in your work, you 

MUST communicate this to me so I don't think you are blowing off your course 
work.  

Communication is KEY!    

Online Instruction: 
Online instruction will be conducted through Google Classroom, with a wide array of tools and 
resources available to students. Students should plan to download the app to their phone (if 
they want to stay up to date), but should check the stream daily, and attend online video 
classes through Zoom daily, if possible. (Will add more when given a schedule!)  

Communication: 
Email is the best way to reach me, unless in an emergency situation, in which case, please 
contact the main office at 480.541.6732. Please contact me at kwalker@kyrene.org if you (or 
your student!) has any questions, comments, or concerns. I am guaranteed to respond within a 
few hours if not immediately. 
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